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“State to crack down on toxic waste dumps

By George de Lama

GOV. TIIOMPSON announced Satur-
day the creation of a special investiga-
tive unit to lead a orackdown on the

fllegal dumpling of {okic chemical wastes

In Ilinois. . S

Admitting that “Illinols has had a

poor history of disposing of hazardous
wasle malerial,” Thempson also an-

nounced a serles of legislative and ad- .

ministrative proposals .aimed at curbing
waste disposal abuses, = . .

" Flanked by three state department:

heads in a news gonference liere,
Thompson said the lnvestigative team
will have 25 agents and will come under
the authorily of the Iltinois Department
of Law Enforcement. - .

. Named “Hazmin,” short for “Hazard-

ous Material Investigations,’ the new -

unit will cost about- $1.4 million per
year, “an exceplion to the austerity
budget of next year,” Thompson said.

“ THE NEW UNIT won't come Into exlrs-
tence until mid-1981, sald James_Zasel,
hend of the T.aw Enforcement Dejart-
ment, because of Thompson's #0-day
slate hiring frecze, scheduled to expire
in Jumuary. However, Investigatars for

® The EPA finally fences off Caho-
kia's “Burning Ditch” wasle dump
“site where the ground ''seems 1o
mell.” Page 5.

L

the unit will be hired even if the freeze
should be extended beyond then, Thomp-
son sald. ‘
The governor’s action followed a se-
. ries of investigations by the news media,
including one published by The Tribune
in July, on the hazardous waste problem
in Nlinois, X
Tribune environment editor Casey
Bukro reported that illicit dumping by
so-called “midnight dumpers” and other
" renegade wasle haulers is widespread in
mefropolitan Chicago.
Authorilies have discovered 11 lllegal

ve inside the city limits, The ‘Tribune

evealed. Some are in highly populated

neighborhoods where residents were un-
/ aware of the dangers of poisoning, fire,
- or elplosion.

ILLINOIS IS IN a second-place tle
with Ohlo among the nation’s top haz-
i ardous waste producers al a time when

texic waste dumps in the Chicago area,

careless toxic waste disposal Is consid-
ered the country’'s biggest environmen-
tal problem, the serles reported. ,

Thompson disclosed a variety of other
measures Saturday aimed at - Hlicit
chemical duinping, including:

@ Plans to draft legislation. for the
next session of the General Assembly
giving state Environmental Protection
Agency [LEPA) inspectors authority lo
impose ‘‘on-the-spot’’ fines of up to
$10,000 to operators of licensed dumping

sites engaging in illegal activities, such -

as accepting unlicensed waste material.

Adiinistralive and legal appeals pro-
cedures will be wrilten into the bill,
which Thompson said would especially
hit the practice of *“short-culling,” or
dumping the material first and obtaining
a license later.

® A propoesal to increase fees for
dumping hazardous wastes by ‘‘double,
at the minimwmn,” to ptovide the state

- with sufficient funding to clean up “or-

phan siles,” or those without clear own-
ership.

Though this proposal was rejected by -

the legislature lIast year, Thompson said
the state needs more than the roughly
$260,000 In fees it receives for this func-
tion each year, '

‘long.”

@ A “kick in the behind” for the Till-
nois Pollution Control Board to get it to
finally adopt new regulations for the
hauling of sludge. It has deliberated
more than three years on the malter,
“Three ‘years is a long time,” be said,
“and we will inquire why it took so

APPEARING WITH Thompson, Hil-

- nois Alty. Gen. Fahuer announced that

he will propose legislation to make pro-
ducers of waste material share responsi-
bility for its final disposition with hau-
lers and dump site operators.

Currenily, producers often allow the
lowest bidder to haul away their hazard-
ous chemicals without worrying about
where the chemicals wind up, Fahner
said.

He also propused that operators of

" toxic and hazardous waste disposal siles

be personally licensed in addition to
having licenses for the sites. This would
help the stale identify operalors with
criminal backgrounds er records of dis-
posal ahuses,

Combined with legislation signed into
Inw in September, Thompson said, the
new measures would “go a long way
towards curing the illegal dumping prob-
lem in lllinois.” '



